John's, Newfoundland, and The number of candidates was three to four hundred at each examination, and the fee was five shillings, which covered all expenses, as the work of their registration board and registrarship was honorary. The number of candidates for tbe examination of the Association so far had been 6,500, or about a third of the total of mental nurses, and 75 per cent, had passed the examination. Though he would not say that their certificate was a sine qiLa non, yet it was almost impossible for a nurse to gain promotion if she did not possess it. He thought that there should be in any State registration scheme, four classes of nurses: (1) hospital, (2) obstetrical, (3) mental, (4) rural, the last constituting a lower grade of hospital nurses, and that the examination of mental nurses might well be delegated to their Association. Asked by a member of the committee he said he thought that it was necessary to have a uniform minimum standard of efficiency, and that this could only be attained by a central board, and not through examinations set by institutions. He deprecated a too high fee being charged if State registration were enforced, and thought that ?1 would be sufficient.
Evidence of Dr. Shuttleworth. The next witness was Dr. Shuttleworth, honorary secretary of the Asylum Workers' Association, who stated that the members of that body were encouraged to obtain the certificate of the Medico-Psychological Association, which they regarded in the light of a qualifying body, and submitted that it was important for the protection of the public that the class of private mental nurses should be considered in any scheme of registration.
Evidence of Mr. Patthn MacDougall.
The evidence of Mr. J. Patten MacDougall, vice-president of the Local Government Board for Scotland, was then heard. He appeared in order to explain the system of registering of nurses, which had been adopted by the board for nursing in the Poor-law infirmaries. Mr. Patten MacDougall "?ent into the history of the scheme, explaining that it had been originated in order to put a stop to the system of nursing of sick paupers by other inmates of the Poor-law houses. In order to induce the authorities to give up this system the Board gave a grant of half the nurse's salary and 3s. a week for every nurse who was qualified to be placed on the register of the Board. In 1889 the conditions of registration were stereotyped, and the Board was still tied by them, but the Report of the Departmental Committee showed many important changes, which were now advocated?notably a three years' training instead of the present two. The registration only applied to Poor-law nurses, and any nurse was entitled to registration if she had had two years' training and had passed the examination at an institution where there was a resident medical officer and was well reported by the matron. Mr. Patten MacDougall showed the Committee the actual Register of the Board, which gave the career of a nurse throughout the period she was nursing under the Board, though it did not take cognisance of work done after she left their service unless she wished to return to it.
The Committee will meet again on July 6th, but as there is no more evidence to be taken, the sitting will be held with closed doors.
TEbe flDebical practitioners' association anfc tbe iRegistration of iRurses.
At the annual dinner of the Incorporated Medical Practi tioners' Association last week, Dr. A. Rivers-Wilson, of Oxford, in the chair, the question of the registration of nurses was raised.
Dr. Ambrose, M.P., in proposing the toast of "The Association," said that if nurses were registered they would be armed with a sort of medical certificate, and trained medical men would have a fresh competition to meet. He thought that the evidence given before the Select Committee by representatives of that association would go a long way towards knocking on the head the proposal he referred to.
The President, in responding to the toast, said that there Oiianimously agreed that such books ought to be destroyed after three years' constant use.
The methods adopted by the ladies of the association to assist the hospital include subscriptions, gifts of flowers, fruit, clothes, and furniture, the organising of entertainments and fetes to help the funds of the institution, the visiting of the ^ards and the aiding of the patients after they return to their own homes, and the sending of tickets for concerts, etc., to the Curses of the hospital. The heaven of heavens is won.
Translated by G. Macdonald.
